
FILL THE BAG BENEFIT 
CELEBRATED AT 
ZIEGFELD BALLROOM
ON MARCH 1, 2018, NYCP and almost 400 
supporters celebrated the 10th Anniversary of the 
Fill The Bag benefit at the brand new Ziegfeld 
Ballroom. The Spence School was honored with the 
Estée Lauder Companies distinguished Volunteer 
Award and Morgan Stanley was honored with the 
Corporate Partner award.

The event theme, “Planting Deeper Roots,” focused on the expansion of NYCP’s 
programming and services. NY1 News Anchor Cheryl Wills returned as the charismatic 
Mistress of Ceremonies. Special guests included Deputy Bronx Borough President 
Marricka Scott-McFadden, Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer, Governor 
Andrew Cuomo’s representative, Jonathan Estreich, Esq., and TV journalist Willie Geist 
and his wife Christina Geist. Ruth Mauldin of Christie’s led the lively, record-breaking 
Paddle Raise and Hellman & Friedman generously sponsored the Silent Auction. The 
evening raised over $915,000—more than $200,000 above last year’s total—to sup-
port NYCP’s award-winning programs. n 

NY Common Pantry opens in the 

So far this fiscal year has been a year of growth and increase. We’ve seen a rise in the number of hot meals provided and an 
increase in the number of seniors using our services as compared to the year prior.  In December 2015 we grew in another 
substantial way—we opened two new sites and launched a new program in the Bronx. Our additional locations are a concrete 
example of our dedication to continuing to meet the city-wide need for food provision, nutrition education, and access to ser-
vices. Thanks to support from the New York State Department of Health, we began Nourish, a Commodity Supplementary 
food program dedicated to distributing food, provided by the United States Department of Agriculture, and providing nutrition 
education to SNAP-eligible seniors in four of the city’s boroughs. In February we held a ribbon cutting to open the new sites and 
introduce the program to our neighbors in the Bronx. Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito and Deputy Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Aurelia Greene were among the VIP’s in attendance. Now, more than three months into the new program, we are happy to 
report that Nourish is flourishing! When fully operational, the program will reach over 13,500 seniors a month, at over 80 off-site 
partners in the Bronx, Manhattan, Brooklyn, and Queens. Thanks to the Nourish program, we are on pace to serve more than 3 
million meals for the first time in our history.

Stephen Grimaldi, Executive Director is joined by Melissa Mark-Viverito, Speaker of the 
New York City Council; Aurelia Greene, Deputy Bronx Borough President; and Dr. Donna 
Corrado, Commissioner of the NYC Department for the Aging to cut the ribbon at the 
Nourish opening - Photo Credit: Phillip Van Nostrand
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NY Common Pantry Opens in the Bronx

Daniel Reyes, NYCP’s Deputy Executive Director and 
Brad Beckstrom, NYCP Board Member and Director of 
Community Affairs for Mt. Sinai Hospital help distribute 
food to Jose Martell at Bonifacio Cara Texidor Senior Center, 
a Nourish partner mobile site - Photo Credit: Jack Miller
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NYCP’s Junior Board has hit the ground running since convening 
in October 2015. With 14 members and many more candidates we 
are thrilled to have early to mid-level professionals donating their 
resources, lending their networks, and volunteering their time to 
help NYCP’s guests. The group participated in the Larry Morales 
Toy Drive in December, hosted a comedy night fundraiser in Febru-
ary and filled a table at the Fill the Bag Benefit in March. Next up 
is a fundraiser with SoulCycle in May. If you are interested in the 
Junior Board, or know of a good candidate, please contact Sarah 
Moran at (917) 970-9732. 

NYCP’s Junior Board Kicks Off 
the Fundraising Season  A Lasting Legacy: Planned Giving 

Some of our Junior Board members at the Fill the Bag Benefit
Photo Credit: Levi Stolove

On any given Thursday you will likely find Vicky Kess 
in the Pantry setting up produce bags for incoming 
volunteers. She has been lending a hand at NYCP for 
many years. Now in her 70’s, Vicky has thought of oth-
er ways she can help the guests of NYCP. “I’m 72, and 
periodically I review my will. I’ve always wanted to give 
to organizations like the Pantry, Search and Care, and 
Fordham University.” With this desire in mind, Vicky 
added NYCP to her list of beneficiaries and is now a 
participant in our Planned Giving program. “A lot of it 
also has to do with you wanting to make sure that your 
estate isn’t taxed at a maximum amount and charitable 
giving does help a great deal with that.” If you would like 
to learn more about estate planning or other Planned 
Giving options, please contact Sarah Moran at (917) 
970-9732. 

Vicky Kess preparing to volunteer in the Pantry on a Thursday morning
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
ELIJAH SMITH is a 17 year-old volunteer at New York Common Pantry 
(NYCP). A student at Phillips Exeter Academy in New Hampshire, he’s tak-
ing some time off this semester to study in New York City and volunteer. 
He learned about NYCP during a volunteer opportunity with the Oliver 
Scholars program.

Elijah volunteers for NYCP programs in the Bronx and Manhattan, and 
especially enjoys being a Nourish program volunteer. “It’s hard to choose 
one thing I like the best. The hours are flexible and there are really great 
people working here. You feel like you’re accomplishing a lot of good by 
keeping so many people from being hungry and I really like seeing the 
seniors smile when they get their food.”

Nourish—a Commodity Supplemental Food Program funded by the 
USDA and the NYS Department of Health—provides free supplemental gro-
ceries to over 13,000 low-income senior citizens each month. Food is distrib-
uted at partner agencies in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, and Manhattan. 
Nourish volunteers—capable of packing and distributing groceries—are 
always needed. Please contact Stacy Gonzalez, Volunteer Associate, at 
sgonzalez@nycommonpantry.org to sign up. n 

“I really like this food—especially the milk and cereal—it’s a 
big help. My apartment is only three blocks away so I can walk 
here very easily. Sometimes there’s good salsa music playing 
and we dance while we’re waiting.”   — ADAMES NUÑEZ

THIS APRIL marks the one year anniversary of our 
new Choice Pantry Bronx location, a major achievement 
in the completion of our strategic plan. During the strate-
gic planning process, we found that the South Bronx has 
the greatest percentage of food insecurity in New York 
City, affecting a staggering 31% of residents. 

As the name indicates, Choice Pantry Bronx is primarily 
a food pantry. In addition to delivering 
the same high quality Choice Pantry 
program available in East Harlem, the 
new location offers Help 365 case man-
agement services and trilingual Live 
Healthy! nutrition and food prepara-
tion workshops. 

When the new pantry opened a 
year ago, food distribution occurred 
only on Thursdays. To meet the 
increased need, the pantry now dis-
tributes food three days a week—
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. Choice 
Pantry Bronx has now served 471,528 
meals and our goal is to serve over 
600,000 by June 30th. A total of 6,466 
members—including 2,466 families—
are currently registered. n 

CHOICE PANTRY 
BRONX GROWS, 
SERVES MORE NEW 
YORKERS EVERY WEEK

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT...  
PLEASE MAKE A GIFT THIS SPRING!
To make a donation please visit  
nycommonpantry.org or use the mailer inside.

10TH  
ANNIVERSARY  
OF BENEFIT
CO-CHAIRS
Shannon Tyree Brown 
Margaret Sung

HONORARY CHAIR
Candice K. Frawley

BENEFIT COMMITTEE
�Sherrell Andrews and Rob Kuhbach  
Brad Beckstrom, Mount Sinai Health System  
Kathleen and Ted Beit  
Shannon and Seamus Brown 
Elaine Clark, ING 
Debra and Thad Davis 
Caitlin and Paul Emery  
Candice and John Frawley 
The Garcia Family Foundation 
James Michael Gentile, Bhumi Farms Seva 
Ruth Horowitz and Michael Nachman 
Annie and Ben Huneke 
Anne and Jock MacKinnon 
Laura and Henry McVey 
Susan L. Merrill, Sidley Austin  
Doreen Morales 
Ashley and Robert Reid 
Didi and Oscar Schafer 
Wendy A. Stein and Bart Friedman  
Margaret Sung and Michael Schmidtberger 
Talbot and Carter Simonds

ELIJAH SMITH,� NYCP Volunteer

ADAMES NUÑEZ,� NYCP Nourish 
Program Participant at El 
Nuevo San Juan, Bronx.

TOP LEFT: The iconic Ziegfeld marquee, March 1, 2018. 

TOP RIGHT, LEFT TO RIGHT: Shannon Tyree Brown, �Co-Chair of NYCP’s Fill The Bag Benefit, and member 
of NYCP’s Board of Directors; Danielle Passno �accepted NYCP’s 2018 Estee Lauder Companies 
Distinguished Volunteer Award on behalf of the Spence School where she is Director of Outreach 
and Public Purpose; Mandell Crawley �accepted NYCP’s 2018 Corporate Partner Award on behalf of 
Morgan Stanley where he is Head of Private Wealth Management; Margaret Sung, �Co-Chair of NYCP’s 
Fill The Bag Benefit and member of NYCP’s Board of Directors.

ABOVE: TV Journalist Willie Geist and  Mistress of Ceremonies Cheryl Wills of NY1.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S CORNER:  
STEPPING UP WITH A 

NEW STRATEGIC PLAN In 1980, our founding group of faith-based organizations joined together for the 
common purpose of reducing hunger in New York City. They envisioned “putting 
themselves out of business” by providing enough emergency food to meet the com-
munity’s need. That first year, the Yorkville Common Pantry served 30 families from 

the basement of Holy Trinity Church. For nearly 40 years we have steadily grown and 
innovated, stepping up to meet the needs of the broader New York City community. Last 
year, New York Common Pantry served 6 million meals—over 5 million pounds of food—
to nearly 500,000 New Yorkers in 4 boroughs and lower Westchester County. 
	 Our last strategic plan—launched in 2012—was instrumental in guiding the growth 
of the programs and services we have been able to deliver. Not only did it allow us to 
serve more individuals and families, it helped us to pinpoint the most urgent unmet 
need in the city. As a result, we built Choice Pantry Bronx. As we celebrate a year of 
operations at this new location—and the volunteer service that has helped us grow—
we reflect on the past and look ahead to the future.
	 As we begin laying the groundwork for our new strategic plan, we face new chal-
lenges. Many of the funding sources and structures put in place to protect the most vul-
nerable among us—single parents, senior citizens, homeless individuals—are in danger. 
We know cuts to SNAP and other Federal food aid will be threatened—at least through 
2020—and we continue to call upon our supporters to help us preempt a surge in need. 
	 McKinsey & Company is once again providing 
NYCP with pro bono strategic planning support. 
Their expertise has guided the launch of the 
planning process, beginning with our Board of 
Directors in January. The next phase is an inter-
nal and external stakeholder survey that will gather insights and feedback from the 
Board, Advisory Council, Junior Board, staff, volunteers, and program participants. We 
expect to complete the planning process in late spring.  
	 For nearly four decades, NYCP has been dedicated to reducing hunger in NYC while 
promoting dignity and self-sufficiency. Together, we will continue to step up for New 
Yorkers in need. Thank you for your support and investment in our work. n

I’m thrilled to be a part of this amazing work 
and inspired by the the smart, passionate,  
and dedicated staff that makes it happen.

GIVING GETS 
CREATIVE  
IN PAST YEAR
�IN THE PAST YEAR New York Common Pantry (NYCP) has 
received new support from diverse and creative sources. 
Last spring, Wyndy Sloan launched ShortStems, a floral 
company that donates food to NYCP and upcycles the 
cans into unique designs. For their wedding last summer, 
Rachel Ingram and Mitchel Kay made a donation to NYCP 
in lieu of wedding favors. In the fall, four year old Belle 
Henry arrived at NYCP with food she collected via her 
own food drive. During the holidays, Whole Foods con-
ducted a register campaign for NYCP at its Harlem, Upper East Side, Upper West Side, and 
Midtown East stores. In early March, Carmine’s restaurant donated ‘National Meatball Day’ 
proceeds from its Upper West Side and Times Square locations to NYCP. As of this spring, 
Music for Food—a nonprofit organization comprised of classical musicians—has donated 
the proceeds of two concerts to NYCP. We thank these generous supporters and so many 
others for helping us to reach more New Yorkers in need! n

TOP LEFT: Lester Gunn, NYCP Guest 

TOP RIGHT: Belle Henry’s food drive 

INSET: �Upcycled design by ShortStems

GUEST STORY:  
LESTER GUNN

Lester Gunn gets groceries 
from New York Common 
Pantry and comes in for 
breakfast every weekday 

morning and for dinner three 
nights a week. He says, “I’ve 
made a lot of friends here. They 
tell me, “don’t worry Pops, we’re 
looking out for you.” 
	 Mr. Gunn—who is 84 years 
old—shared, “I’ve done a lot in my 
life. I grew up in Harlem and went 
out on my own at 15. I played pro 
baseball in the Cleveland Indians 
farm system in the 1950s. I was 
a professional actor, singer and 
dancer for a decade, and then 
spent forty years working as a 
machinist. Everything came to 
me—and then it left.” 
	 He says the food NYCP pro-
vides is very good and the envi-
ronment is warm and welcoming. 
“The staff is always very polite 
and congenial. Their hearts are 
big! People are looking for respect 
and you get that at the Pantry. It 
keeps me going.” n

NYCP WELCOMES CAROLYN HAMRAK,  
SENIOR DIRECTOR OF FINANCE
�LAST SUMMER CAROLYN HAMRAK joined NYCP’s leadership team as Senior Director of Finance. 
This new role was created to strengthen internal finance and human resources systems and pro-
cedures. Before joining the team at NYCP, Carolyn was the Senior Financial Manager for The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art’s Education Department. She managed the budget, gifts, grants, 
endowments, and all areas of finance. Previously, Carolyn was the Director of Budget Operations 
at The New York Botanical Garden in the Bronx and Senior Financial Analyst at The Metropolitan 
Opera. She began her financial career as a Corporate Analyst for a commercial property manage-
ment real estate firm and held analyst roles at Bankers Trust and JP Morgan.   

Describing her transition into the new role at NYCP, Carolyn says, “In the past I have worked 
for some very large organizations with a lot of resources. What New York Common Pantry is able 
to produce with less is incredibly robust. I’m grateful to be able to put my expertise to use here 
because the human element really hits home. My parents were immigrants to New York City and 
they depended on community support. When I come to work and see people on the food line, 
I’m really happy that we are that community. We touch so many people’s lives through our multi
faceted programs. I’m thrilled to 
be a part of this amazing work 
and inspired by the the smart, 
passionate, and dedicated staff 
that makes it happen.” n CAROLYN HAMRAK, 

 �NYCP Senior Director of Finance

STEPHEN GRIMALDI,� Executive Director of 
New York Common Pantry

Together, we will continue to 
step up for New Yorkers in need.


