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Help us continue our 
mission of helping to feed 
individuals and families 
across NYC. 

Hunger doesn’t take 
a vacation

 Many children in the U.S. see summer as 
a welcome relief from homework and 
classroom routines.

For the youth in New York City, however, 
summer can be the HUNGRIEST time of 
year. It can also mean a time of heightened 
food insecurity for the thousands of 
students and families enrolled in free 
and reduced-price breakfast and lunch 
programs that are available during the 
school year.  When school is out for summer, 
approximately 1 in 5 children rely on 
programs like NYCP for a nutritious meal to 
get through a hot summer day.

Which is why we need your 
support! A donation of 

$50 will help NYCP feed 
40 young people this 
summer, providing fresh 
fruits and vegetables, 
beans, rice, milk and other 
basic food items that every 

growing child needs to stay 
strong and healthy.  A gift 

of any amount will allow us to 
further our mission of reducing 

hunger and promoting dignity, health 
and self-sufficiency. n

Approximately  
1 in 5 children  

rely on programs like 
NYCP for a nutritious 

meal in the 
summer. 



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S LETTER

W e live in a time of harsh realities. Recent economic mobility 
data from Harvard shows that only 50% of Americans born in 
1980 will earn more than their parents did. In New York City 
the cost of a meal is 73 cents more than the national average, 

and 42% of households in the city can’t cover basic necessities. One in ten 
working New Yorkers are food insecure. 
 NYCP’s determination to address such realities requires us to stay 
ready, and we’ve done so.  In the past year this has meant that when 
19% of the city’s soup kitchens closed, we were ready to increase the 
number of hot meals we served by 30%. We were ready to serve fur-
loughed Federal workers not receiving a paycheck. We were ready for an 
80% spike in families served the week after SNAP benefits ran out due 
to the shutdown. And we were ready to serve more Bronx residents, for 
whom food insecurity is a pressing issue, increasing our services there by 50% in just one year.
 However, as we did all this something else was happening. Across the U.S. donations to char-
ities were down, as hundreds of thousands of Americans gave less due to the new tax laws, as 
more and more wealth was locked up in donor-advised funds and not given out, and as market 
turmoil reduced the ability of some to give. Like others of our peers in the emergency food field 
it means that NYCP is behind in our projected revenue. In fact, as of this writing, NYCP is facing 
our first shortfall in a decade.
 We know how we’ll move ahead in the coming months to stay financially sound. But without 
your renewed—and increased—support New York Common Pantry can’t stay ready. Please use 
the envelope enclosed in this Pantry Press and make your own commitment to reducing hunger. 
Please do it today, so we’ll be ready tomorrow. Otherwise the truly harsh reality may be that we 
are able to give less to New Yorkers who absolutely need and deserve more. n

STEPHEN GRIMALDI,  Executive Director of 
New York Common Pantry

LET’S GROW 
TOGETHER

MEET TOM JONES
New York City is a place filled with potential, hopes and dreams, 
but it is also filled with many harsh realities. Approximately 
1 in 3  people live below the poverty line. Meet Tom Jones Jr. 

veteran New York 
Common Pantry guest. 
Once homeless, he 
is no stranger to the 
hardships that many 
individuals and families 
endure in New York 

City. As a guest of New York Common Pantry, Mr. Jones utilizes 
many of the services that NYCP provides to help clients create self-
sufficiency. From the first day Mr. Jones walked through the doors 
of New York Common Pantry he has been able to gradually create 
a “new normal” with the help of case managers and programs like 
Hot Meals, Project Dignity, and Choice Pantry. When asked what 
the best thing about New York Common Pantry is, he emphatically 
replied: “They treat you like a human being. People treat you with 
love and dignity.” Waiting on line for his weekly hair cut, he recalls 
with a smile on his face “I have built a family here, a community of 
friends, I see for breakfast and dinner. I have built hope.” n

“I have built a family here, a community  
of friends, I see for breakfast and dinner.  
I have built hope.”



LET’S GROW 
TOGETHER

OVER THE YEARS, New York Common Pantry has evolved as an organiza-
tion, and our goals have grown from solely feeding individuals and fami-
lies across New York City to providing healthy and sustainable options to 
the guests we serve. Providing guests with nutritious fruits and vegeta-
bles cannot be done without relationships with key vendors and product 
donors like E. Armata Fruit & Produce Inc., a family-run fruit and produce 
wholesaler located in the famous Hunts Point Market. “As a company, we 
were ex tremely excited to partner with New York Common Pantry for a 
great cause. We understand the pressing need to help feed families chal-
lenged by food insecurity in New York City,” says Nick Armata.

As a company, E. Armata not only understands the value of family but the 
importance of the  community they serve. In our new relationship, E. Armata 
Fruit & Produce Inc. and New York Common Pantry work together to provide 
everyone access to healthy food, despite economic disadvantages. “We are 
happy our partnership allows us to address the issue of food insecurity in New 
York City, and to get involved with the communities we serve, but it also allows 
us to adopt a ‘Zero Waste’ Policy.” 

Eric Mitchnick, Director, Specialty Division

“As a company, we were 
ex tremely excited to 
partner with New York 
Common Pantry for a great 
cause. We understand the 
pressing need to help feed 
families challenged by food 
insecurity in New York City.”

— NICK ARMATA

“We are happy our 
partnership allows us to 
address the issue of food 
insecurity in New York City, 
and to get involved with the 
communities we serve, but it 
also allows us to adopt a  
‘Zero Waste’ Policy.”
— ERIC MITCHNICK, DIRECTOR, SPECIALTY DIVISION



THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT... PLEASE MAKE A GIFT THIS SPRING!
To make a donation please visit nycommonpantry.org or use the mailer inside.

NYCommonPantry

“Working at New York Common 
Pantry has been one of my most 
rewarding experiences.”

MEET JUDY SECON
Last August Judy Secon joined  NYCP’s lead-
ership team as Senior Director of Programs & 
Operations. Judy brings a wealth of knowl-
edge and understanding of the non-profit 

sector to New York 
Common Pantry.  She 
oversees the programs 
and services of NYCP, 
ensuring the quality 
in on-going opera-
tions, and works to 
elevate NYCP not only 
as a brand but as an 
organization with the 

development of key strategic initiatives. Her 
past positions as Vice President at Phoenix 
House Foundation and Executive Director 
at Rye Youth Council has allowed Judy not 
only to be a real asset at NYCP but to share 
her insight on organizational development, 
budgeting and much more. “Working at 
New York Common Pantry has been one of 

my most rewarding experiences. In my posi-
tion, I can interact both with our staff and 
guests on a daily basis, and see immediately 
the impact we have on people’s lives. What 
we are doing here makes such a difference 
to New Yorkers in need, and I am proud of 
our ability to provide quality services that 
help on an individual level.  When I stop to 
think about what our guests face on a daily 
basis, I realize how important it is to be part 
of the solution, in any way possible, and am 
grateful that New York Common Pantry has 
given me that opportunity.” n n 

TOP LEFT: (L-R) Shannon Tyree 
Brown, Benefit Co-Chair, 
Vice Chair of NYCP ‘s Board; 
Annie Huneke, Chair of 
NYCP’s Board; Margaret Sung, 
Benefit Co-Chair and member 
of NYCP’s Board. Photo by Ilya 
S. Savenok/Getty Images.

TOP RIGHT: Susan Merrill, 
Partner, Sidley Austin LLP 
and member of NYCP Board 
accepting NYCPs’ 2019 
Corporate Parnter award on 
behalf of Sidley Austin LLP 
from Rene Jocelyn, Managing 
Director of Morgan Stanley. 
Photo by Marc Goldberg. 

ON MARCH 5, 2019, New York Common 
Pantry hosted the 11th Annual Fill The Bag Benefit 
at the timeless Ziegfeld Ballroom. The evening’s 
theme Community + Connection celebrated New 
York Common Pantry’s strong ties to the city and 
the people it serves, promoting dignity, health, and 
self-sufficiency. Susan Merrill, a partner at Sidley 
Austin  LLP, was presented NYCP’s 2019 Corporate 
Partner award on behalf of her company by Rene 
Jocelyn, Managing Director of Morgan Stanley (last 
year’s recipient of the award for Corporate Partner).  

That evening, more than 300 guests filled the 
room and raised over $800,000, to support NYCP’s 
award-winning mission to help reduce hunger 
and provide dignity to New Yorkers in need. n

11th ANNUAL FILL THE BAG 
BENEFIT CELEBRATED AT 
ZIEGFELD BALLROOM

FILL THE BAG: 9TH ANNUAL 
BENEFIT FULL OF EXCITEMENT AND 
ENTHUSIASM
THIS YEAR’S Fill The Bag event, held on Wednesday, 
March 8th, honored Candice K. Frawley with The Estée 
Lauder Companies Distinguished Volunteer Award for her 
many years of volunteer and Board service and support. Over 
300 friends of NYCP filled Gotham Hall for the festivities. 

The evening’s co-chairs were Shannon Tyree Brown 
and Margaret Sung; the Honorary 
Chair was Sherrell Andrews, and the 
Corporate Chair was Walter Smith, of 
ING. Dinner Chairs Included Shannon 
and Seamus Brown, Debra and Thad 
Davis, Candice and John Frawley, 
Annie and Ben Huneke, Claudia and 
Stephen Jury, Doreen S. Morales, Ruth 
Horowitz and Michael Nachman, Didi 
and Oscar Schafer, Margaret Sung and 
Michael Schmidtberger, and Wendy A. 
Stein and Bart Friedman.

The event theme, “An Uncommon 
Effort Toward a Common Goal,” was 
highlighted by the remarks made our 
dynamic Mistress of Ceremonies, NY1 
News Anchor Cheryl Wills, and all of 
the speakers. The theme was also 
woven throughout the Community Spotlight, which featured inspiring stories told 
by staff, guests, funders, and community partners. Jennifer Wright of Christie’s led 
the wildly successful Paddle Raise. The Silent Auction, sponsored by Hellman and 
Friedman, was also a big success. We are pleased to share that the event raised over 
$700,000 to support NYCP’s city-wide programs. n

NY Common Pantry opens in the 

So far this fiscal year has been a year of growth and increase. We’ve seen a rise in the number of hot meals provided and an 
increase in the number of seniors using our services as compared to the year prior.  In December 2015 we grew in another 
substantial way—we opened two new sites and launched a new program in the Bronx. Our additional locations are a concrete 
example of our dedication to continuing to meet the city-wide need for food provision, nutrition education, and access to ser-
vices. Thanks to support from the New York State Department of Health, we began Nourish, a Commodity Supplementary 
food program dedicated to distributing food, provided by the United States Department of Agriculture, and providing nutrition 
education to SNAP-eligible seniors in four of the city’s boroughs. In February we held a ribbon cutting to open the new sites and 
introduce the program to our neighbors in the Bronx. Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito and Deputy Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Aurelia Greene were among the VIP’s in attendance. Now, more than three months into the new program, we are happy to 
report that Nourish is flourishing! When fully operational, the program will reach over 13,500 seniors a month, at over 80 off-site 
partners in the Bronx, Manhattan, Brooklyn, and Queens. Thanks to the Nourish program, we are on pace to serve more than 3 
million meals for the first time in our history.

Stephen Grimaldi, Executive Director is joined by Melissa Mark-Viverito, Speaker of the 
New York City Council; Aurelia Greene, Deputy Bronx Borough President; and Dr. Donna 
Corrado, Commissioner of the NYC Department for the Aging to cut the ribbon at the 
Nourish opening - Photo Credit: Phillip Van Nostrand
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NY Common Pantry Opens in the Bronx

Daniel Reyes, NYCP’s Deputy Executive Director and 
Brad Beckstrom, NYCP Board Member and Director of 
Community Affairs for Mt. Sinai Hospital help distribute 
food to Jose Martell at Bonifacio Cara Texidor Senior Center, 
a Nourish partner mobile site - Photo Credit: Jack Miller

NYCP’s Junior Board has hit the ground running since convening 
in October 2015. With 14 members and many more candidates we 
are thrilled to have early to mid-level professionals donating their 
resources, lending their networks, and volunteering their time to 
help NYCP’s guests. The group participated in the Larry Morales 
Toy Drive in December, hosted a comedy night fundraiser in Febru-
ary and filled a table at the Fill the Bag Benefit in March. Next up 
is a fundraiser with SoulCycle in May. If you are interested in the 
Junior Board, or know of a good candidate, please contact Sarah 
Moran at (917) 970-9732. 

NYCP’s Junior Board Kicks Off 
the Fundraising Season  A Lasting Legacy: Planned Giving 

Some of our Junior Board members at the Fill the Bag Benefit
Photo Credit: Levi Stolove

On any given Thursday you will likely find Vicky Kess 
in the Pantry setting up produce bags for incoming 
volunteers. She has been lending a hand at NYCP for 
many years. Now in her 70’s, Vicky has thought of oth-
er ways she can help the guests of NYCP. “I’m 72, and 
periodically I review my will. I’ve always wanted to give 
to organizations like the Pantry, Search and Care, and 
Fordham University.” With this desire in mind, Vicky 
added NYCP to her list of beneficiaries and is now a 
participant in our Planned Giving program. “A lot of it 
also has to do with you wanting to make sure that your 
estate isn’t taxed at a maximum amount and charitable 
giving does help a great deal with that.” If you would like 
to learn more about estate planning or other Planned 
Giving options, please contact Sarah Moran at (917) 
970-9732. 

Vicky Kess preparing to volunteer in the Pantry on a Thursday morning
NYCP JUNIOR BOARD MEMBERS
BACK ROW (L-R): Nikkita Thompson, 
Frank Walter, Patrick Johnson, 
Patrick Sullivan, Filippa Williams, 
Alex Palma, Lillian Poloner, Eve 
Michael, Courtney Burke, Marta 
Bede, Charlie Hamlin, Andrew Altfest
FRONT ROW (L-R): Beth Horrigan, Sara 
Reichstein, Rachael Holland, Katie 
Zanecchia, Lindsey Donovan, Sarah 
Moran, NYCP Junior Board Liaison

PHOTO: CRAIG BARRITT/GETTY IMAGES

ABOVE LEFT, L-R: Shannon Tyree 
Brown and Margie Sung, NYCP 
Board Members and Benefit Co-
Chairs, Candice Frawley, NYCP 
Board Member and recipient of 
the 2017 Estée Lauder Companies 
Distinguished Volunteer Award, 
Annie Huneke, NYCP Board Chair 

PHOTO: CRAIG BARRITT/GETTY IMAGES

LEFT: Walter Smith, ING Corporate 
Chair and Sara Moss, NYCP Board 
Member, Executive Vice President 
and General Counsel for The Estée 
Lauder Companies
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